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The federal government continues awareness push 
on the high school dropout issue 


August 17, 1992 --= The Honourable Pierre H. Cadieux, 
Minister of State for Youth, Fitness and Amateur Sport, 
today launched the third wave of a television 
advertising campaign to expand public awareness of the 
alarming 30% high school dropout rate in Canada. The 
latest ad targets young people and encourages them to 
use career planning to understand how dropping out 


could severely limit their future career aspirations. 


The commercial builds on the previous ad 
set in a telephone booth. It features the same actors, 
this time coming to grips with the reality and 
necessity of completing high school to get on with what 
they really want to be in life. The ad will be aired 
on all major television stations for the next five 


weeks. 


"The ad," said Minister Cadieux, "besides 
underscoring the importance of a high school diploma, 
encourages young people, parents and stakeholders to 


take action on career planning." 


Canada 


The ad includes a toll free number, 
1-800-461-2525, which viewers can call to obtain a new 
booklet on career planning called "Do you know what 


I've always wanted to be?", 


The Minister also acknowledged the special 
participation of Woolco in this wave of the national 
awareness campaign and its support of the Stay-in- 
School Initiative. As part of that support, Woolco is 
making Stay-in-School messages a key part of its back 
to school campaign. Among other things, Woolco will be 
distributing the booklet on career planning in its 


150 stores across Canada. 


In welcoming Woolco's collaboration, 
Minister Cadieux called on other businesses to play an 
equally strong part in reversing the dropout situation. 
He stressed that: "For the sake of young people's well- 
being and Canada's strength as an international 
competitor, everyone has a stake in reversing Canada's 


high school dropout rate." 


The Stay-in-School Initiative includes three 
components: labour market programs and services for 
at-risk youth; mobilization of stakeholders and public 


awareness. 
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Information: 

Richard Prefontaine Linda Larocque 

Minister's Office Public Affairs (Youth Directorate) 


(819) 994-2424 (819) 953-9074 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61118900117 
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